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GPS navigation plan to help blind

Dy Geolt Adams - Spink
Age & dashilty correspondent, BEC News websie

An Italian technology
company ks ploneering a GPS
satellite systerm that will
give blind people greatoer
Indapandance and mabiliity,

The Easy Walk service has
baen developed by Il Vilage, &
firm in Turm in northarm ltaly
It Is currently beng tested by mebils phore
& group of 30 people fram Lhe [tekan Blind Union who are
provichng feedback. Tha plan is for Easy Walk 15 be launchad
ta blind and partially sighted psople in Piedmant in the
autumn

Easy Walk uses & rmabile phone that ring tha Symbian
cparatng system, a small Bluetooth GPS receiver, text to
spaech software calbed Talks ”"—D\Jgh mval products are also
compatible) snd 5 call centre that will operate sround the
clock savan ﬂi',": & wiak

It reguares ust two dedicated kays on the mobile phone - one
which, when pressed, tells the user thair axact location
ineluding tha houss ar buldng rumbar and tha other one
alerts the call centre that the perton needs assistance with
n.a.-.gahnn

an opergtof will then call the blind person, find out whers it is
thay nead 1o go and §tay on tha ing with thom provdesg step
by Flep instructions.

Easy Walk 15 the brainchitd of Andrea de Paok, Il Vllage's
tachnalegy officer,

"What i reslly important is that behind ab that stuff thers s a3
call centre with 5 humaen being that can help you and who
understands your niseds,” he £aid

'Guardlan angal®

Thig i3 & concept thal Mr da Paol rafers to a5 having &
*guardian angel® who makes sure that anyone using the
EYETEm l:lﬂti to whare they nead to g

BEcauas Easy Wak uass dgitsl maps, in theory the call cantre
staff would be sble to provide gudancs to & user anywhere in
Europs,

The system has already been tested across the bosrder in
France and Switzariand

The firet phasze of the projact has resulted in 35% accuracy in
-:EEE"MI"IIN;I 3 user's exact location and Mr de Paoli intends To
rebuild the system from scrateh for the second phase of
tasting to acheeve 100% rehabiity

"Easy Walk i vefy important to help me ta go to the places
that I dan't know," said Fedenco Borgna whao 18 leading the
group al 30 testers from the ltakan Bind Unian

“It gives me mare confidence
because | usually walk by
mysell but 1 hayve to know the
way - Easy Walk helps me to
go wheare [ don't know the
way.”

Mr Borgna alis uses tha

technology on trains or trams
ta pinpoint his exact location n
order ta know when to get off, wusiming aadres de B el (right)

Thanks to the feedback of Mr Borgna and his colleagues, the
system |5 now able to delovar information in a way that is
modt useful for blind pecple

“If the call centre tels you that you have to go straight on
far 200m and then turr rnght, for me this has e meaning,” he
said,

UFor e it a8 impartant that you tell me that | have to go for
two blocks, cross two streets and then tum right = T know
whien | am crossing a street but | don't know what 200m 5.

The trial phase has been finarced by the regional
admimistration of Padmont which has investad E50,000 but o
s now laoking far PEFINErS OF SPONSHs befors Easy Walk i3
made genetally avalable thes yoar

"This region is doing its bast to being sbout a free service,”
said ERo Federicl head of moblle telecommunications for the
Pigdmont Aageonal Govammant

“Our idea - and the philosophy of gur presidant, Mercedes
Bresso = i5 that thes service should be free of charge to the
end user.*

Mr Fodenc: ssbmates that the service will cogt appronmatety
E300 par parsor to imphemsant

I Village has asiready &t up another call centre service = Easy
Contact - that makes phona calls on bahalf of deal pacpla
who have no speech who send in requests by taxt message

Other reglons of Italy have already bowght the service and Il
village i hogng for similar success 1o follow the leench of
Easy Walk



