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GPS navigation guide ror blind trialled

soga zaa7 . [eslian technalagy company 18 Yillage s
braaking ndw ground with & GPS raYigatioh $yadarm
dasigned to gueds the blend,

[rEn energy company

The Easy Walk servios uses s small Blustooth devics COnYarts waves into jobs

In conjunchion with a mabile phone that runs the
SZymbian cperating system and A text-to-speech

uil Irigh player completes €250
program calfed Talks.

European NGN

Along weth a Z4-hour call sarvice, this complets
package @l tall the usar axactly whers they are and
give tham dirschians bo whera they want ta ga

Elactrpne elock-in 5 ystam
for construction firms

Insh teamE to spearhaad
The spstem usss bwo dedicsted keys on the mabile major telecoms B&D
phone. dne buttan tells the us=r mhere.-he ar she =, L9 &
down to the exact houss or building nomber; the other button contacts the call service
to natify the operators of the user’s need for navigation assistance

On receiving the call, the operator gives tha user step-by=step instructions on fHiow T
qget t ther destinaton and stays on the phone wnil they get them

Andrea de Faoli; tachnalagy efcer tor I WVillage, Sad that asads fram tha tachnalogy,
the hurnan contact pravided by the 24-hour call cantre |5 an importent festure of this
systsm

Although the system currently uses Talks as thesr text-to-speech softears, the system
will allow far othar competing programs to be wsed also

Currently #e s¥sterm is bang tested by o group of 30 peapls from the Ttahan Blind
Unigen wha are provideng necassary usar feedback before the service is fully launched
Thie lzunch will be in Piedment in rorthern Tkaly sometime in the Autumn

Elia Fadensi, haad ol mobkile islscommufecatbons for the Piedinont Regional
Govarnment, sshmates that the saryvice will cost approximaeataly €447 per person buk £
hoping that it will eventuslly become & free service. Spansarship and parinership are
now being sought befare Easy Walk is made generally svadahle,

By Mane Boran



